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A non-member organization serving the horse show industry by creating 
a network of shows across the country that all follow the same guidelines.  
A non-member organization serving the horse show industry by creating 
a network of shows across the country that all follow the same guidelines.  

We recognize a need for horse 
shows to have:
	

•	 Clear Rules and Standards
•	 An impartial third party dispute resolution process.
•	 Optional Drug Testing that fits our breeds &  

disciplines.
•	 Increased level of Official’s Insurance 

We know participants want: 

•	 To know that a show will meet certain criteria and 
follow standard guidelines.

•	 A level playing field.
•	 A safe environment for both human and equine 

athletes.
	

So we are an organization that:

•	 Has no mandatory membership.
•	 Supports horse show participants and  

organizers.	
•	 Reinvests profits back into the breeds and  

disciplines within our Network.
•	 Offers Horse Show Sanctioning built  

BY people in the show horse industry,  
FOR people in the show horse industry.

It’s a fact that in today’s litigious society, both horse shows 
and participants need clearly stated standards and guidelines.  

ESC was founded to provide horse show sanctioning that 
is relevant to our breeds and disciplines.  We offer:

•	 Clear, simply stated General Rules and Guidelines.  
•	 Class Specifications and Judging Standards
•	 No Application Fee for a horse show to join the Network.
•	 No membership numbers to check.
•	 Exhibitors pay a $15 fee per Performance horse and 

$5 fee per Academy rider, billed per back number and 
collected by the show. 

•	 The 3-member Show Commission has the authority to   
enforce the rules and sanction participants.

•	 In the event of a challenge, ESC provides a third-party 
dispute resolution process. 

•	 ESC provides assistance collecting bad debts.
•	 25% of the ESC fees collected will be given as a grant 

back to the horse show.

Rules & Standards

EquineSportsCouncil.org
TrottingBreeds.org info@EquineSportsCouncil.org855-EQUINE1



Equine Sports Council offers optional drug 
testing to horse shows.  Testing specifically targets 
performance enhancing drugs and offers allowable 
limits for therapeutic drugs.  

Fee Structure for Drug Testing:

•	 $250 Set Up Fee charged to the horse show.
•	 $10 Drug Testing Fee charged to each  

Performance horse entered.
•	 Based on the budget, a random sampling of 

horses will be tested to ensure a level playing 
field. 

•	 Any horse at any show may be tested if there is a 
welfare concern.

Officials Insurance

We have partnered with the National Association of 
Sports Officials (NASO) to offer insurance to horse 
show officials: Judges, Stewards and Members of 
the Show Commission. 

The Officials Insurance covers any horse show,  
exhibition or clinic in the USA or Canada. 

All levels of competition are covered from Academy 
Tournaments to National and World Championship 
events.  This 12 month policy with NASO can be 
purchased via ESC for $124/yr and includes the 
following coverage:

•	 $6 Million per incident
•	 $14 Million aggregate
•	 $100,000 Errors & Omissions per dispute
•	 $15,500 personal physical assault 
•	 Liable & Slander Protections
•	 NASO Legal Counseling

This coverage is offered COMPLIMENTARY to 
any Judge officiating at an ESC horse show.

•	 To raise public awareness and understanding of 
the show horse trotting breeds through education 
and advocacy. 

•	 To foster harmonious relations between horse 
shows and exhibitors through education,  
consistency in rules and regulations, and  
emphasis on equine health and safety.

•	 To provide accessible educational resources, 
foster positive relationships between horse  
enthusiasts, trainers, and the public, and support 
the responsible care and training of show horses 
and the art of horsemanship.

Our Mission

Drug Testing

Vist EquineSportsCouncil.org
or call us @ 855-EQUINE1 

for more information about our
horse show sanctioning and to 

JOIN OUR NETWORK.

Equine Sports Council’s primary objectives 
are to educate, advocate and reinvest in the 

show horse industry. To encourage support of 
those goals, we are pleased to announce the 
formation of a non-profit charitable subsidiary, 

the ESC Foundation.

Our Purpose

The Equine Sports Council Foundation is a 
non-profit organization dedicated to the 

education and promotion of the 
Show Horse Trotting Breeds.  



 

 

(Insert Date) 
 
(Your Congress Member’s info) 

RE: Horse Protection Act 

Dear Representative/Senator (Last Name): 

In May 2024, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) published new Horse Protection Act (HPA) rules, which will 
be implemented and enforced in February 2025. The new rules have expanded the scope of the HPA far beyond its 
original intent when it was voted into law in 1970. 
 
The new language amounts to an egregious overreach, impacting the personal privacy of US Citizens involved in the 
horse industry, every breed of horse, and every sector of competition - from youth events like 4H and small 
community horse shows, to larger association events that occur annually on regional and national levels.  We are 
standing at the precipice of a situation that, left unchecked, could irreparably damage the horse industry, which 
provides over $122 billion in total annual economic impact in the United States. 

These regulations were written by USDA’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS). The claimed goal of 
the new language is to stop ‘soring’.  However, there is no evidence of or reason for horses that preform at the 
TROT (a two-beat diagonal gait, naturally occurring in 70% of horse breeds) to engage in the Act of Soring, as 
doing so would produce an undesirable and incorrect cadence at the trot that would be severely penalized 
in the show ring. Not only is there no incentive to sore a trotting breed horse, there is strong disincentive to do so.  
For more information about show horse Trotting Breeds, visit https://equinesportscouncil.org/trottingbreeds/. 

If implemented, the greatly expanded HPA enforcement will consume millions of taxpayer dollars for a completely 
unnecessary government program. The expanded language is especially egregious because ‘soring’ has never 
been a practice outside a small horse industry segment.   

According to the American Horse Council, there are 50,000+ equine events nationwide.  It is unlikely that APHIS 
has the budget to train the thousands of licensed Horse Protection Inspectors (HPIs) needed to cover all the 
existing shows. APHIS estimates costs to be over $1000 per HPI per day and event producers would absorb this 
cost. As a result, it will become impractical to hold most equine events across the United States, especially those 
involving youth and smaller communities. Additionally, the language states that HPIs are allowed unrestricted 
access to all areas of barns, horse trailers, stalls, arenas, and other show, exhibition, or sale or auction grounds, or 
related areas at any horse show, exhibition, sale, or auction to inspect all horses, at any time. 

As a stakeholder in the horse industry directly impacted by this new enforcement language, we respectfully 
request the following considerations: 

• Association involvement in USDA and APHIS rulemaking as it impacts the entire horse industry. 
• Complete review and true economic impact analysis, including review of economic impact to 

American taxpayers of the new proposed rules with input from key horse industry Associations. 
• Changing the new language of the HPA to reflect its original intent, which was to eliminate the intentional soring 

of Tennessee Walking Horses and Racking Horses in order to gain a competitive advantage. 
 
Thank you in advance for your assistance and response to my request. 
 
Sincerely, 
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